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ndiana native Tim R. Swartz began his lifelong jour- 

ney in paranormal investigation in the third grade, 

thanks to a class assignment he wasn’t even interested 
in: presenting a report about recent UFO sightings. Since 
then, he’s researched and documented unusual cases of 
all types, from first-hand UFO encounters and time travel 
experiences to the Gef the Talking Mongoose mystery. 

Tim has traveled the world exploring the strange and 
unusual, from the Great Pyramid in Egypt to the Great 
Wall of China and has authored books to shed light on 
Fortean phenomena, including The Lost Journals of 
Nikola Tesla, Tim R. Swartz’s Big Book of Incredible 
Alien Encounters, Time Travel: Fact Not Fiction!, Admi- 
ral Byrd’s Secret Journey Beyond the Poles, and Gef the 
Talking Mongoose: The Eighth Wonder of the World. 

He is happy to share his experiences and findings 
with others, appearing on Coast to Coast AM and His- 
tory Channel programs Ancient Aliens, Evidence, An- 
cient Aliens: Declassified, and the History Channel Latin 
America series Contacto Extraterrestre. He 1s also the 
host of The Paracast, a podcast that delves into the world 
beyond science and sheds light on UFOs, poltergeists, 
and other strange phenomena, and writer and editor of 
the online Conspiracy Journal newsletter, a free, weekly 
e-mail newsletter, considered essential reading by paranor- 
mal researchers worldwide. 

Tim recently spoke with Paranormal Underground 
magazine about his paranormal research and theories, his 
thoughts on disclosure, and his own paranormal encounters. 
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Q: What led you to learning about and research- 
ing various paranormal subjects? 


Tim: When I was a kid, I was interested in science, 
especially astronomy and the space program. I also loved 


science fiction and horror movies; I still do. However, 
I really didn’t have much knowledge of the paranormal 
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Tim R. Swartz has investigated the paranormal for most of his 
life, including the UFO phenomena, time travel, and more. 


until third grade, when I received an assignment to write 
and present a report based on current news events about 
UFO sightings in the United States. 

I really wasn’t interested in the subject. I would have 
rather written something about the Indianapolis 500 auto 
race. But I did my assignment and presented it front of 
the class. From that moment on, I was pegged as the “fly- 
ing saucer guy,” the person who believed in little green 
men from Mars. I don’t really remember what I wrote, 
and I don’t think I said anything about believing in UFOs. 
However, it didn’t really matter because that stuck to me 
like glue for the rest of my time in elementary school. 





Tim has authored many books to shed light on Fortean phenomena, including Tim R. Swartz’s Big Book of Incredible Alien 
Encounters, Time Travel: Fact Not Fiction!, and Gef the Talking Mongoose: The Eighth Wonder of the World. 


What ended up fascinating me was the fact that 
people would make fun of me while in a group but later 
would approach me by themselves to tell me their strange 
stories. They saw a UFO while on vacation with their fam- 
ily. Their grandma appeared by their bed at night months 
after she had passed away — stories like that. It was these 
very personal accounts. 

The fact that they didn’t want anyone else to know 
but needed to tell someone who could offer an explana- 
tion, or just someone who would listen without making 
fun of them — I think that practically everyone, at one 
time or another in their lives, may experience some kind 
of weird event that is beyond explanation. Some people 
will just ignore it and forget about it. Some will worry that 
they are possibly crazy. Others will find it a fascinating 
anecdote to tell at family gatherings. 

It is these stories that people tell me, with no inter- 
est in publicity or making money off their accounts, that 
really drew me into all of this. We all have filing systems 
in our brains where we file away our normal day-to-day 
activities. We get up in the morning, have coffee, go to 


work, come home, go to bed, etc. But, say one day while 
driving to work a UFO lands in the road ahead of you and 
little men get out, collect rocks and plants, get back in, 
and fly away. Where do you file that away in your head? 
A bizarre incident like that can really mess a person up 
to the point where they question their sanity and their 
personal life can break down. 

I have always tried to be the person who someone 
can confide in after such a life-shaking encounter. I offer a 
friendly ear to listen, without passing judgment or laughing 
at them. Most people Just want someone to listen to them, 
to know that, yes, others have had similar encounters and 
they are not crazy. You can see the weight lifted from 
their shoulders after they tell me their story. 

The weird encounters are fascinating, of course, but 
it is the personal, human aspects of these encounters that 
keep me intrigued. 


Q: You have traveled all over the world investi- 
gating the unknown. How many countries have 


you been to? 
— > 
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In the book The Lost Journals of Nikola Tesla, Tim explores “sensational data obtained from the inventor’s most private papers 
and kept under wraps by military and big-business concerns.” 


Tim: Oh wow. I have to think about that. Some were 
really just in one day and out the next. Let’s see, most 
of Europe, England, France, Belgium, Germany, Spain, 
Turkey, both the Europe side and Asian. 

Also, some of Eastern Europe, which was under 
Soviet control at the time ... Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Ro- 
mania, Poland, Egypt, Japan, South Korea, Hong Kong, 
China, India, Mexico, Grand Cayman, Canada. I haven’t 
had the chance to visit South America or Australia ... but I 
really hope to someday. 


Q: What countries really stand out to you in regards 
to mysteries that just can’t be explained away? 


Tim: One of my favorites was Egypt. I am fascinated by 
megalithic structures, and having a chance to go inside 
the pyramids at Giza was a dream come true. I did have 
a strange experience in the King’s Chamber in the Great 
Pyramid. There is a granite sarcophagus in this chamber, 
and the government handlers who were escorting us al- 
lowed me to lie down in it — something that most tourists 
wouldn’t be allowed to do, and for good reason. 

When I did so, I had a brief moment when it seemed 
as if I was sharing someone else’s consciousness. It’s 
difficult to explain as it happened in an instant, and I still 
don’t have a complete memory of it. But I can say that it 
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seemed as if I was experiencing someone’s memory who 
lived in ancient Egypt. I could have been part of a crew 
whose job was finishing the white limestone that was used 
on the outside of the Great Pyramid. I don’t know ... it 
was a strange experience that left me sort of dazed for a 
few minutes afterwards. 

There was also the ancient, biblical city of Ephesus, 
which 1s located in Western Turkey. I knew a paranormal 
investigator in Izmir, and it Just so happened that I was the 
videographer for a group who were traveling to Turkey to 
liaison business dealings for U.S. agricultural concerns. 
Fortunately, I had the time to travel with my friend to 
Ephesus, which is just a few hours’ drive south of Izmir. 
At that time, the area around Ephesus was undergoing an 
interesting UFO flap, with sightings of strange humanoid 
figures and also ghostly types of incidents. We were able 
to talk with people from some of the nearby towns, such 
as Çamlik and Yeniköy, about their experiences, which 
was really fascinating since many of these people had no 
previous exposure to UFOs from media and pop culture. 

We also had a chance to visit the house of the Virgin 
Mary on Mt. Koressos. This is a site that isn’t known very 
well in the West, but it is believed to be where the Virgin 
Mary lived during the final years of her life. The shrine 
carries the status of a Holy Place by the Catholic Church 
and was visited and blessed by Pope Leo XIII in 1896, 


and Pope Paul VI in 1967, Pope John Paul I in 1979, and 
Pope Benedict XVI in 2006 made pilgrimages to the site. 


Q: When Chariots of the Gods came out, I practi- 
cally ran to the store to purchase this book. I felt all 
of the answers were in that book, and Iam now a 
devoted fan of the Ancient Aliens TV series. Every- 
thing in Erich von Daniken’s book and on Ancient 
Aliens makes complete sense. I 
truly believe we were visited by 
ancient aliens and they created 
man in their own image, along 
with the fact they kick-started 
mankind on a path to be more 
like them. What is your view on 
the ancient alien theory? 


Tim: I’m like you, Paul. When the 

English version of Chariots of the Gods came out in 

1971, I bought a copy as soon as I could. It wasn’t my first 
exposure to the ancient astronaut theory though. At that 
point I already had a paperback of The Morning of the 
Magicians by Louis Pauwels and Jacques Bergier, as well 
as The Sky People by Brinsley Le Poer Trench. 

While I have my doubts about some of the evidence 
cited in these books, especially that ancient people need- 
ed the help of space people to build megalithic structures 
around the world, there are, however, gaps in our evolu- 
tion that I think show we could have been manipulated on 
a genetic level by something interested in speeding up our 
intelligence. 

There are also many separate, yet similar, myths and 
legends around the globe of visitors from the stars ... visi- 
tors who either created the human race, dropped them 
off on the planet, or were responsible for jump-starting 
civilization. 

Į also think about all of the petroglyphs, cave paint- 
ings, and figurines that seem to depict humanoids wearing 
what looks to be helmets or “spacesuits,” objects in the 
sky, and other unusual things. I think that these are more 
than religious or ceremonial depictions. I think these were 
things that people actually saw and possibly interacted 
with, much like the animals in their areas that were also 
painted and carved in stone. 


Q: You and Timothy Green Beckley are legends 
in the paranormal field. I was devastated by the 
news of Timothy’s passing in 2021. You and 
Timothy made the perfect team, and both of you 
went headstrong in finding answers to so many 
paranormal questions with your books, podcast, 
and everything else. How did you two meet? 


“We could have been 
manipulated on a genetic 
level by something 
interested in. speeding up 
our intelligence.” 


Tim: I actually bought a book of Beckley’s when I was a 
kid from Gray Barker’s Saucerian Press, though I didn’t 
make the connection until years later. When I was work- 
ing at a television station in Dayton, Ohio, in the early 
1980s, I did an interview with J. Allen Hynek, who was in 
town to give a talk at the National Museum of the USAF 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. 

I was able to get this interview up on the CBS satellite 
feed, which provided the video to 
other CBS stations across the coun- 
try. Beckley must have seen this on 
a station in New York, because he 
contacted me asking for a VHS tape 
for his files. After that, we kept in 
contact, and a few years later when 
he was starting his magazine UFO 
Universe, he asked if I wanted to 
contribute articles for it. 

We just kept working together from that point on with 
other magazines, books, radio, and television shows. We 
really were a great team. Beckley was, of course, very out- 
spoken and gregarious, while I am more quiet and atten- 
tive. We both have a love and a good memory of obscure, 
historical cases, though mine has started to fade a bit as I 
grow older. As well, like Beckley, I also have a dark sense 
of humor that surprises a lot of people who first meet me, 
but this was one of many reasons why we got along so well. 


Q: Your latest book Gef the Talking Mongoose 
was a fascinating read. When I was a kid, I was 
glued to this story. What are your thoughts on 
Gef? Do you think Gef was possessed by a ghost 
of a deceased person? Or do you think something 
demonic was attached to Gef that enabled him to 
speak? 

Tim: This is my favorite book. I was so happy that I had 

a chance to write it and reveal new details about the case 
that had never been published before. I first ran across this 
story when I was in junior high from a reissued paperback 
book called Between Two Worlds by Nandor Fodor. 

Fodor had actually been able to personally investigate 
the Gef case in 1937, even going as far as bringing Gef his 
favorite foods. However, Gef refused to make an appear- 
ance and Fodor left extremely disappointed. 

The Gef case is so unique that it really defies any 
easy answers. It claimed to be a mongoose that had been 
brought to the Isle of Man years ago by a farmer looking 
to cull the exploding rabbit population. Somewhere along 
the line, Gef claimed to have learned to talk. But he also 
acted like a poltergeist ... he could move household items 


around without anyone seeing him. He could talk through 
— 
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cracks in the wall at several different locations at the same 
time. He knew everything that was going on around the 
island and was all too happy to gossip about it. 

Gef, however, always said that he wasn’t a ghost. In 
fact, he told the man of the house, James Irving, that he 
was terrified of ghosts. If anything, Gef acted more like 
a “spirit of the hearth,” an elemental known on the Isle 
of Man as Lhiannan-Shee. This elemental took care of 
their chosen house, and as long as you keep them fed and 
happy, they would ensure your farm had good luck. And 
like Gef, a Lhiannan-Shee would often visit neighboring 


farms and steal things to bring back to their human family. 


Q: Do you believe we are coming close to disclosure? 


Tim: What is disclosure? A lot of people seem to think 
that the government has some deep secret about UFOs 
that they refuse to reveal to the rest of us. I really doubt 
that the government or military knows more about the 
UFO mystery than the civilian world. They may have 
some better photos or videos of UFOs, maybe some 
scientific data that isn’t being revealed. 

I think the real secret that they are hiding is the fact 
that they know that UFOs are real but they have no idea 
what they are. They are afraid to admit that they are 
helpless to stop UFOs from operating with impunity. It is 
one thing to come out and say, “UFOs are extraterrestrial 
visitors” — I think people nowadays wouldn’t have much 
of a problem accepting that. We have been conditioned 
through pop culture for more than 70 years that extrater- 
restrials could be real. 
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Tim has traveled the world, 
from the Great Pyramid in 
Egypt to the Great Wall 
of China, investigating 
strange and unusual 
phenomena. 


During his explorations, 
Tim has interviewed 
witnesses to paranormal 
events and documented 
unexplainable encounters 
that go beyond current 
scientific explanation. 


“Aliens from other worlds? Cool!” But it is a lot scar- 
ier to not know what UFOs are and we are helpless to do 
anything about them. Extraterrestrials? Interdimensional? 
Time travelers? Ghosts or other paranormal boogens? 
The unknown is frightening. 

So, my short answer to your question is no, I don’t 
see disclosure as is commonly thought of in our foresee- 
able future. 


Q: On your old show Exploring the Bizarre, who 
are some of your notable guests? 


Tim: Exploring the Bizarre, which aired on the KCOR 
Digital Radio Network, was so much fun. Tim Beckley, 
because of his years of experience in the field, was able 
to bring in some truly excellent guests, including Brad 
Steiger, Nick Redfern, Whitley Strieber, and Erica Lukes 
— and, of course, some guy named Paul Dale Roberts! 

I could take up this entire article naming all the excel- 
lent guests we had on Exploring the Bizarre. Now, I am 
fortunate enough to be a guest co-host on Gene Stein- 
berg’s The Paracast (www.theparacast.com), and I hope to 
be able to continue the tradition of interviewing fascinat- 
ing guests in the same vein that Tim Beckley and I had 
the privilege of doing with Exploring the Bizarre. 


Q: When exploring the unknown, what do you 
feel is more intriguing: cryptids, UFOs, ancient 
alien theory, ghosts, demons, or ancient structures 
that were built and we have no idea how they 
were constructed? 


Tim: I really love investigating all of them. I am some- 
what of a Renaissance man when it comes to Forteana, 

in that I find it all intriguing and want to learn all that I 
can about everything. It all ties in to the fact that I suspect 
there could be an underlying connection between all of 
these things. 

It may be possible that there are separate, individual 
components that are then mimicked by the “paranormal 
world.” For example, there could be unidentified, physi- 
cal hominids, what we would call Sasquatch and hundreds 
of other names around the world, that 
have still managed to escape being 


“Some of these 


Q: What are your thoughts on missing people 
from our National Parks? 


Tim: Many of these cases do turn out to be people going 
outside of their element, getting lost, having an accident, 
etc. However, what’s profoundly disturbing are the cases 
where people just vanish in the blink of an eye — they are 
with a group on a trail, get slightly ahead, and vanish for- 
ever. It’s almost as if they walked through a hole in time 
and space and disappeared from our reality. 

There have been reports of people 
who experience events where the envi- 
ronment suddenly changes around them 


captured and classified. But there is also expe riences sound like. _ where it had been sunny, it changes to 


a paranormal-type of Sasquatch, some- 
thing that can appear solid, leave foot- 
prints, throw rocks, and yet vanish in an 
instant. Same goes with other cryptids, 
UFOs, etc. They could be real and have 
a paranormal mimic, or it all could be 
paranormal somehow, with both physical and supernatural, 
incorporeal aspects to their reality. Who knows? But that is 
what makes researching this so much fun. 


Q: What do you think is the alien agenda? 


Tim: Is there an alien agenda? That is presuming that our 
planet is being visited by extraterrestrials. But then again, 
what is an extraterrestrial? Can that be defined only as an 
inhabitant from another planet like Earth? Or could you 
broaden the definition to a non-human intelligence that is 
visiting or is already here on Earth? 

Currently, I haven’t seen a lot of proof that we are 
being visited by extraterrestrials from other planets. Yes, 
people are seeing UFOs that demonstrate a technology 
that appears beyond our own. There have also been thou- 
sands of contacts with beings coming out of UFOs who 
claim to be from other planets. But so far, there hasn’t 
been any actual proof that these claims are true. In fact, 
it has been shown time and again that contacts with UFO 
intelligence are fraught with deception. 

I think that whatever the intelligence 1s behind the 
UFO phenomena, it is hiding its origins and purpose. The 
UFO phenomena have probably been with us right from 
the start. What does that mean? Have we been monitored 
by alien races keeping an eye on our development? Are 
there other, non-human intelligence living right alongside 
us, either physically or invisible somehow, or in a reality 
that parallels our own, etc.? 

I think that all of this could be possible. However, we 
can’t determine what an “alien agenda” is until we get a 
clear picture of what is going on around us. 


descriptions | have 
collected of people 
having a ‘time slip.” 


gloomy and foreboding. The birds and 
insects suddenly go quiet, and it appears 
that the witness is in a different location 
altogether. Some say they feel that if they 
remain where they are much longer, they 
will never be able to leave. 

Some of these experiences sound like descriptions 
I have collected of people having a “time slip,” which is 
where it seems that the experiencer has left their timeline 
and is either witnessing or actually in a different era. Are 
these missing people cases actually time slips, where the 
person is unable to return? That is a frightening prospect. 

Another possibility, and one that some writers on the 
subject have danced around without outright stating it, is 
that in a lot of these National Parks that seem to have a 
higher-than-normal rate of mysterious disappearances, 
there are also a lot of Sasquatch sightings as well. I realize 
that this is a delicate subject, not for the squeamish, but 
if you have a giant hominid in an area, something that is 
probably omnivorous, I don’t see why people, especially 
women and children, couldn’t end up being an easy snack 
... Or even more alarming, a potential breeding partner. 

Native Americans often related stories on how the gi- 
ant, hairy men of the forests would steal away women and 
children for just these purposes. 


Q: There are theories that we are not only being vis- 
ited by extraterrestrials from other planets, but we 
are being visited by interdimensional beings from 
parallel universes and possibly being visited by our 
future selves. What are your thoughts on this? 


Tim: I think that our universe, our reality, is far larger and 
more complex than our current understanding with mod- 
ern physics. As I have stated earlier, all of the things that I 
have discussed in this interview may have both a compo- 
nent in our 8D world and aspects in other parallel universes 


or realities that somehow are able to interact with us. 
— > 
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What is intriguing is why are they able to enter our 
reality but we can’t enter theirs? Advanced technology? 
That is fine if you are dealing with a phenomena such as 
UFOs (and one reason why the occupants are so cagey 
about their origins). But what about cryptid creatures, 
especially some of the really bizarre 
ones such as Mothman ... they don’t 
appear to have a technological aspect 
to them — so do they have a natural 
ability to enter our world? Or could 
it be that they are right here with us, 
Just outside of our senses and unable 
to be seen except during special 
circumstances? 

Time travel is another favorite 
subject of mine, and I think could be 
a viable explanation to some UFO 
experiences. Plus, time travelers 
wouldn’t necessarily have to be only 
humans from the future. In order 
to travel the vast distances of space, 
between solar systems and even 
galaxies, the ability to use a form of 
time travel is probably an important 
part to get from point A to point B. 
So it may be that beings from other 
worlds, along with humans from 
throughout our timeline, could be 
visiting us for purposes known only to them. 


Q: When I worked in the U.S. Army’s Military Intel- 
ligence as an intelligence analyst, I discovered that 
our military was still looking into UFOs. How much 
do you think our military knows about UFOs? 


Tim: They know that UFOs are real and probably have 
some proof to that fact. But I don’t think they know that 
much more than the rest of us. I have my doubts about 
the rumors of crashed UFOs and alien bodies. Again, all 
we have are stories ... stories that may be more disinfor- 
mation for espionage purposes. 

It may be that some hard evidence has been buried 
in warehouses over the years. The UFO matter has been 
compartmentalized so much among the military and intel- 
ligence services that some of this evidence has been lost 
and forgotten after the original handlers have passed away 
without having the authority to tell the next person in line. 

I think about the end of the movie Raiders of the Lost 
Ark, where the Ark of the Covenant is sealed in an un- 
marked crate and squirreled away in a forgotten warehouse. 
This may be why the military now acts surprised about new 
UFO activity. The past information was so top secret that 
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Tim’s Incredible Alien Encounters book is a 
“global guide to space aliens, interdimen- 
sional beings, and ultra-terrestrials.” 


any UFO evidence collected by previous generations has 
been lost in bureaucracy and red tape and forgotten. 


Q: What else should our readers know about you 
and your work, as well as upcoming projects? 


Tim: I am always working on new 
books ... especially with my friend 
Sean Casteel. We recently have pub- 
lished a couple of new books that we 
had started with Tim Beckley when 
he was alive. Dulce Warriors and 
Timothy Green Beckley’s Bizarre 
Bazaar. All of these books can be 
found at Amazon.com. 

Of course I plan to continue 
doing work. I love a good mystery, 
and I love researching these myster- 
ies. I feel sorry for skeptics who take 
a very narrow viewpoint of our world 
and basically see everything in only 
black and white. Our world is full 
of fascinating mysteries that as soon 
as we solve one, a dozen more crop 
up. I always approach these things 
with an open mind and free of any 
preconceptions. 

A lot of researchers are look- 
ing for information to fit a certain 
favorite theory, which leads them to accept the informa- 
tion that fits their theories and throw out anything that 
doesn’t. This is a really bad way of investigating things. I 
try to approach everything with no personal beliefs (very 
difficult as this is a human trait) so that I am not caught 
up subconsciously trying to Jam pieces of a puzzle in ways 
that don’t fit. 

I really don’t have an ultimate goal in all of this. I 
hope that my investigations will prompt others to become 
interested and do research of their own. I also hope to 
instill in those interested in my work my ethic of impartial- 
ity ... let the facts speak for themselves. 

We live in an age where partisanship has taken over 
everything. Science and the truth know no political or 
religious ideology. When you get involved in the types of 
mysteries that I am investigating, it can be a very long and 
strange journey. Don’t let your search for the truth get 
sidetracked by ignorant and petty beliefs that have kept us 
as a species on the edge of self-destruction for centuries. 


Re Re E 


ou can find Tim’s books on Amazon and The Paracast 
Yı tind T 
podcast archives. @ 


